THIS paper describes the results of tests for the ABO, MN and Rh blood group systems, carried out on specimens collected in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, from members of the Shona tribes. The majority of the persons tested belonged to the Northern Shona group. Tests were carried out locally for the ABO groups of 377 persons, and a further ioi specimens were sent to London where ABO, MN and Rh groups were determined. Gene frequency calculations were done by the methods described by Chalmers, 1km and Mourant (i), and Prasad, 1km and Mourant (i.g), and more fully described by Mourant
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The only previous anthropological blood grouping work done in this region is that of Elsdon Dew (i).
The A and B gene frequencies calculated from the present work, 157 per cent. of A and '3.4 per cent. of B, fall just within the range of rather scattered frequencies found for the Northern Shona tribes by Elsdon Dew. Our values for both genes are near the upper end of Elsdon Dew's range and are near to the values found by him for the Korekore tribe of the Northern Shona group. Members of this tribe probably form a considerable proportion of our subjects but not a majority of them. Elsdon Dew's gene percentages for the Northern Shona as a whole are only I46 per cent. of A and r r per cent. of B. For our MN frequencies there is no previous work anywhere in East and South-East Africa with which we can make comparisons. The results agree well with numerous recent unpublished observations in various other parts of Africa.
The Rh frequencies have a typical African aspect. As far as published papers and work now in progress can show, the differences between different parts of Africa in this respect are slight and only in a few cases statistically significant. The cDe chromosome is everywhere the commonest by a very wide margin, but is most frequent in the centre and east. In the west and south, however, cde shows higher frequencies than in the east and centre. The E gene also tends to have a higher frequency in the centre. In these respects the Shona appear, as far as the small number tested can show, to agree with the peoples of West and South Africa rather than with those of the centre.
'3' 132 E. M. BARKER They also differ, though barely significantly, from those of East Africa (Kenya and Uganda), (Allison, 1km and Mourant, 1952;  1km, Mourant and Raper, 1952) , but the Shona are nearer in their Rh frequencies to the Bantu-speaking Kikuyu than to the Nilotic Luo. It is, however, desirable that the blood groups, and especially the Rh groups, of the inhabitants of the intervening area should be examined.
There is some evidence that one important basic component of many African populations has an Rh composition near to that of the Shona, a second with higher frequencies of cDe and cDE, but lower cde, being typified by the Pygmies of the Belgian Congo (Hubinont and Snoeck, 1949) . A detailed account of the variations in frequency of the Rh groups among Africans and of their possible significance is given by Mourant (i) .
